
GE3202: 
Citizen Journalism and Civil Society 
A Brief Introduction 



What is citizen journalism? 
There is no one single definition of citizen journalism.  
Generally, the term refers to the practice and work of 
journalism-related activities by ordinary citizen.  It takes 
many different forms, such as “public journalism,” “civic 
journalism,” “open source journalism,” “citizen media,” 
“we media,” “participatory media,” and “networked 
journalism.” 

 
Adapted from Mary-Rose Papandrea. (2007). “Citizen Journalism and the 

Reporter’s Privilege,” p. 526. 



The rise of the Internet, especially the social media, 
has contributed significantly to the proliferation of new 
form of journalism: citizen journalists.   
 

Citizen journalists are bloggers, but not all bloggers are 
citizen journalists. 





Internet and Citizen Journalism 

 A powerful tool of autonomous 
political expression 

 Contribution to political process, 
either through online donation or 
public debate and deliberation 
(e.g., blogging) 

 Increase in exposure to political 
information and its effect on 
participation 



Internet and Public Affairs 
 The interplay between the Internet and public affairs: 
 As a platform of social activism 
 As a form of deliberation 
 As a means of political participation 



Internet and Public Affairs: 
As a Platform of Social Activism 



 
 
                                  

As Form of Deliberation 



As a Means of Political Participation 

 Local networking and citizen 
participation 
 Access to government and 

democracy 



Consequences of the Interplay 

 Politicization 
 The rise of civil society challenging the 

status quo 
 Institutional innovation 
 Convergence of all media forms 



Before the Internet, you will 
have to rely on the traditional 
media to be known in the world 
of public affairs. Today, the 
blog levels the playing field for 
citizens and politicians alike. 







 Social activism is one of the basic elements of 
democracy.  What are the examples? 

 Examples of social activism include civil rights, gay 
rights, trade unionism, anti-globalization, 
environmentalism, and feminism.  

  



Anatomy of Deliberative Democracy 

 Decentralization 
 Diffusion of power 
 Blogging: From professional journalist to 

citizen journalist in mass communication 
 Participation 
 Online forums 
 Civic engagement 
 E-democracy 





Anatomy of Deliberative Democracy 

 Rationalization 

“A set of ideas which inspired the emergence of 
rules-based organizations based upon rational 
calculation, planning, and control.”                       
                              Andrew Chadwick, Internet Politics, p. 30 
 

Examples: E-government, e-commerce, 
narrowcasting, personalized communication, data-
mining                                        



The control over the Internet 
has serious implications for 

civil society. 



Civil Society 

 Civil society is:  
 “an arena where free, self-determining 

individuality sets forth its claims for 
satisfaction of its wants and personal 
autonomy.” 

      Source: Adam Seligman, The Idea of Civil Society, 1992, p. 5 



Citizen Journalism and Civil Society 

Citizen Information and Political Participation 
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