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Have you ever heard  
these words? 

Originally there is no tree of 
enlightenment,   菩提本無樹 

Nor is there a stand with a bright 
mirror.     明鏡亦非臺 

Since everything is primordially 
empty,     本來無一物 

What is there for dust to cling to? 
      何處惹塵埃 
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Where was Chán came from? 

• The establishment of Chán is traditionally 
credited to the 28th Indian Chán Patriarch 
Bodhidharma. 

• He made a fateful trip to China in 527 AD, met 
the Emperor Wu of the Liang Dynasty. Then 
travelled to a remote hinterland of China to sit 
in meditation and waited until a worthy Chinese 
successor emerged.  

• Thus did Chán take root in Chinese soil 
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Patriarchs of Chán in China 

Yc  

1st patriarch 
Bodhidharma 

2nd patriarch 
Huike 

3rd patriarch 
Sengcan 

4th patriarch 
Daoxin 

5th patriarch 
Hongren 

6th patriarch 
Huìnéng 
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The Literatures of Chán 



your name 

The Arts of Chán 
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The Life Styles of Chán 



your name 

The Chán way of wisdom 

A special transmission outside the 
orthodox teaching,  
Non-dependence on scriptures,  
Direct pointing to the mind,  
Leading to insight into one’s original 
nature and to buddhahood.  
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If sixth patriarch 
Huìnéng live in morden age, 
 How would he answer the 
student's question about…  

 • Stress 
• Urban Disease 
• Financial Tsunami 
• Energy Crisis 
• Environmental Protection 
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This course will lead you know 
the different face of the Chán 

• Chán, split from India Mahāyāna Buddhism, 
then was in full bloom in China. It spread from 
east to west, and had a great impact on the 
modern thoughts. 

• To recognize the wisdom of Chán is essential 
for our student. The Chán style of thinking can 
engender a sense of dignity and encourage a 
responsible and mature attitude 

 towards life in the young person.  
Course Goal 
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Selected Course Outcomes 

• Understanding the formation and transmission 
of Chán and the influence of Chán in eastern 
and western culture. 

• Recognizing the Chán literatures, arts and life 
styles. 

• Analysing the Chán wisdom and logical 
thinking, application the Chán value in today’s 
society. 
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Selected Course Topics 

• The important of Buddhism in East Asian cultural circle 
• The introduction of Chán to the western civilized world 

A Globalized Chán Culture 

• Characteristics of Chán style thinking 
• Applications of Chán logic in everyday thinking 

Contemporary value of the  

Chán wisdom and logical thinking  

• Selected reading of Chán kung-an 
• Selected reading of Chán poetry 

Appreciation of the literature of Chán 
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Assessment 

Class 
participation 

Homework 

Presentation 
Online 

Discussion 
and 

Reflection 

Group 
Project 

Medium of instruction of this 
course is Chinese (Cantonese 
and Putonghua), but an English 
section will be offered to non-
Chinese speaking students.  

Please refer to the Web sites of 
Academic Regulations and 
Records Office and CCIV. 
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