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RESEXERFE

MAINTAINING EXCELLENCE DESPITE
THE CHALLENGES

mESERE FRISEE

Another landmark year experienced by the flourishing City University of
Hong Kong (CityU) family brought a mixture of emotions. We bid a fond

farewell to our former president, Professor Way Kuo, who served CityU

diligently for 15 years, transforming CityU into a genuinely world-class
university. We then welcomed the hugely experienced and

wonderfully talented new President, Professor Freddy Boey, who is
ushering in a new era with fresh ideas, innovative perspectives
and an incredible track record as a researcher, teacher and
administrator. | am grateful to both of these excellent

university practitioners for their commitment to CityU.
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CityU’s reputation continued to develop over 2022/23. We
want others to better understand the great work we produce at
CityU, and several events in the year under review positively
served that objective. For example, the stellar achievement of
Professor Alain Aspect, Senior Fellow at the Hong Kong
Institute for Advanced Study, winning the Nobel Prize in
Physics 2022, shone a bright light on CityU and our research
accomplishments. The Nobel Prize triumph of Professor Aspect,
a long-time friend of CityU, who was conferred an Honorary
Doctor of Science by CityU in 2018, was a powerful indicator
to the rest of the world that CityU research is world-class.

At the same time, our blossoming links with industry and
government-level partners have boosted our reputation, too.
Memoranda of Understanding signed with innovation and
technology investment companies established more than just
financial assistance for selected HK Tech 300 start-ups.
Similarly, high-level exchanges with the Futian District People’s
Government, Shenzhen on further cooperation on research and
technology development elevated our status on the mainland.

2022/23 underscored the extent to which our research is fully
recognised for its excellence. Not only do our scholars figure
prominently in ranking activities, but our researchers also
received more awards than any other Hong Kong university for
the third year running at the International Exhibition of
Inventions Geneva in April 2023. What’s more, faculty members
were elevated to the rank of Fellow by a number of Academies
and received prestigious awards from bodies such as IEEE.

Anyone who wishes to gain and create knowledge, to learn
and share more, should come to CityU. This was evident when
we ran a series of well-received gatherings under the HK Tech
Forum that saw Nobel Laureates and Turing Award recipients
participate in discussions on highly relevant topics in chemistry,
data science, Al, intelligent systems, matter and materials,
environment issues, physics and health.
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Ultimately, a well-burnished reputation means that CityU has
many friends, generous individuals and organisations who wish
to see us prosper. We saw ample evidence of this
big-heartedness when our fundraising campaign “United, We
Soar” hit its target 18 months ahead of schedule; when our
donors and supporters helped to launch the Named Chair
Professorships; and when so many distinguished persons this
year kindly accepted our offers of Honorary Fellowships and
Honorary Doctorates.

With friends like these and under the guidance of our new
president, Professor Boey, | am confident that CityU will
continue to flourish.

A

Lester G Huang, SBS, JP
Chairman of the Council
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