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Abstract: This paper, based on fieldwork in China and Singapore, explores ideas of
power in Chinese religion. Using the case study of the City God cult in Anxi China,
and the subsequent “fen sheng” of the deity to Singapore, it examines how the
Chinese dichotomizes the concept of bounded versus unbounded power, centered
versus decentered power, whole versus divisible power, natural versus extension
power. The paper also explores the belief in the ability to transfer religious power
in Chinese society, the homology between the world of spirits and men, and the
interrelation between religious power and state power. As many adherents from
Singapore make annual pilgrimages from the Singapore temple to the main temple
in China, the paper also explores ideas regarding pilgrimages.
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