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Exploring the Historical Origins of International Criminal Law—

International seminar co-hosted by School of Law   

 

5
th

 Mar, 2014 

--Louis Liu 

 

International seminar 

“The Historical Origins 

of International 

Criminal Law” was 

held in City University 

of Hong Kong on 1 and 

2 March 2014. It is the 

2014 LI Haopei 

Lecture and Seminar 

initiated by the Forum 

for International 

Criminal and 

Humanitarian Law 

(FICHL), a department 

under the Centre for International Law Research and Policy (CILRAP). The seminar was 

organized by CILRAP in cooperation with Peking University International Law Institute, City 

University of Hong Kong (School of Law), and the European University Institute (Department of 

Law). CILRAP seeks to contribute to academic activities in international law and to practitioners 

and policy makers in international law, and the Forum aims to identify, frame and host 

discourses on key issues in international criminal and humanitarian law, transitional justice and 

in law more widely.  
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The School of Law was represented by Assistant Professor Mark D. Kielsgard who co-

organized the conference and oversaw the logistic arrangement as the Conference Coordinator. 

He also made introductory remarks and observations and chaired the first panel session. 

Additionally, Acting Dean and Professor Lin Feng made introductory remarks and 

observations. Assistant Professor Fozia Nazir Lone, as well as Associate Professor Surya 

Deva, each chaired one panel session of the conference. 

 

Dr Mark D. Kielsgard highlighted the 

importance of history in the study of 

international criminal law, “The history 

of international criminal law is a very 

important subject because criminal law 

itself is always backward-looking. 

Perhaps that is why I am personally 

drawn to it. I always try to incorporate 

history into my human rights and 

international criminal law classes when 

I teach.” 

 

“As a law school, the CityU School of Law prides itself on internationalization and the 

competitive research. It is fitting that we should cohost a conference that deals with such an 

important and timely topic in 

international law. International 

criminal law has played an 

exceedingly important role in 

international law lately, and a new 

consensus on how the international 

community deals with the 

international crimes has been 

produced. This conference has 

amassed some of the most important 

scholars and professionals in the field 

of international criminal law and 

promised to produce great insights.” Professor Lin Feng said in his opening remark. 
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Over 50 academics at universities and institutions from all over the world presented their papers 

in the two-day seminar, including China (and Hong Kong), the United States, Germany, 

Australia, Singapore, the Netherlands, Canada, Kenya, Italy, England, New Zealand, India, 

Denmark, Finland, Poland, Czech Republic and Hungary. The scope of the presentations is broad, 

covering topics from historic prosecutions of Kings and war criminals to the interplay between 

domestic and international trials for 

international crimes to Chinese 

Confucianism, with the theme of the 

international criminal law running 

through the discourse, and the 

discussion they gave rise to is 

enlightening and in-depth.  

What are the main historical origins of 

international criminal law as a 

discipline of international law? The 

seminar seeks to explore and 

crystallise the sub-discipline of history 

of international criminal law by 

bringing together leading experts from around the world for a two-day conference. By pursuing 

focused research and discourse on the history of international criminal law, the organisers aspire 

to generate new knowledge, broaden the common hinterland to international criminal law, and 

further consolidate this relatively young discipline of international law. Such consolidation is 

becoming increasingly important and entails several challenges. Lateral consolidation normally 

aims to broaden consensus among States on the content, nature and importance of substantive 

principles of international criminal law and 

how they relate to State policies on criminal 

justice and foreign affairs. This project seeks 

vertical consolidation—an increased 

awareness and knowledge of the historical 

and intellectual foundations of international 

criminal law and its social function—which 

can strengthen the quality, independence and 

viability of criminal justice for core 

international crimes in diverse and rapidly 

changing social contexts. This research 

project aims to construct common ground and 

transcends the disagreements surrounding the 

International Criminal Court, exercise of 
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universal jurisdiction, immunity of State officials, as well as the tension between peace processes 

and criminal justice in transitions. 

 

This research project is coordinated by Professor Morten Bergsmo (Peking University Law 

School), Assistant Professor Cheah Wui Ling (National University of Singapore), and 

Assistant Professor Yi Ping (Peking University Law School).  

 

 

 

There were a total of 10 sessions in the 2-day seminar. The first session was “Introducing the 

Seminar and Its Subject-Matter”, followed by session 2: “Investigating Origins: Going Beyond 

Conventional Historical Narratives of International Criminal Law”. Session 3 is “A Critical 

Examination of Investigatory and Prosecutorial Efforts after World War I”, followed by Session 

4: “The Inter-World War Period and Before Nuremberg and Tokyo”. The first day ended with 

Session 5: “A Broader Interdisciplinary Analysis of Nuremberg’s Record and Legacy”. 

The second day began with Session 6: “Examining and Situating Post-World War II 

Prosecutions in Japan”. Session 7 is “Beyond Nuremberg and Tokyo: Post-World War II 

Prosecutions in China and Southeast Asia”. After lunch, the conference resumed with Session 8 

and 9: “Beyond Nuremberg and Tokyo: Post-World War II Prosecutions in Europe”. The 2-day 

conference ended with “Discussion and Concluding Remarks”. 

There will be a second, follow-up seminar in New Delhi on 29 and 30 November 2014. Papers 

presented at these seminars (and some additional papers) will be published in two comprehensive 

volumes.  


