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CityU team advances to Washington to compete for the international 
rounds of Jessup 

14th Mar 2014 
-Louis Liu  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CityU School of Law students won the Hong Kong regional round of Philip C. Jessup International Law 
Moot Court Competition on 8th Mar 2014 and advances to the international rounds held in 
Washington D.C. in April, representing Hong Kong. 

The team also won the awards for the Best Respondent Memorandum, Best Applicant 
Memorandum, and Mr Chan Sai Ho, Kevin was adjudged the third best speaker.  

CityU team consists of Mr Chan Sai Ho, Kevin (year 4 LLB), Mr Leung Min Yin Henry (year 4 LLB), Mr 
Fan Siu Leung Joshua (year 2 LLB), Ms Liu Wing Sum Michelle (year 2 LLB), and Mr Tam Hey Juan 
Julian (year 2 LLB). The team is coached by Mr Mohammed Talib.  

“The CityU team worked hard and with great dedication in the run up to the competition to prepare 
themselves for the Jessup. Especially at an early stage, they focused from September onward on 
preparing their written submissions with an exceptional degree of focus and commitment.  For this 
they were rewarded at the Hong Kong round of the Jessup competition.  The competition this year 
was of an extremely high standard with the highest standard of competing students and judges and 
came down to the narrowest of margins. The CityU team's early commitment and hard work gave 
them the advantage during the competition. This is reflected in their winning the best memorial 
prize for both the applicant and respondent sides as well as the overall championship,” Mr Talib said. 

From left to right: Ms Liu Wing Sum Michelle (year 2 LLB), Mr Fan Siu Leung Joshua (year 2 LLB), Mr Tam Hey 
Juan Julian (year 2 LLB), Mr Leung Min Yin Henry (year 4 LLB), Mr Chan Sai Ho, Kevin (year 4 LLB) 
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The Jessup is the world’s largest moot court competition, with participants from over 550 law 
schools in more than 80 countries. The competition is a simulation of a fictional dispute between 
countries before the International Court of Justice, the judicial organ of the United Nations. Teams 
prepare oral and written pleadings arguing both the applicant and respondent positions of the case. 

Thousands of law students from around the world have been working all year long on this year  
Jessup Problem, which concerns the conflict between maritime development and conservation, 
criminal jurisdiction and maritime salvage rights. Most students must first compete in their regional 
round to earn the right to advance to the White & Case International Rounds in the United States. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kevin, who took part in the competition and won the Third Best Speaker prize for the second time, 
said he joined the moot again this year as he had believed he should perform better than last year. 
Henry, another year 4 student who has mooted in Annual Willem C. Vis International Commercial 
Arbitration Moot, is also an experienced mooter. Joshua, Julian and Michelle were new to moot 
courts.  

The rivalry was fierce. The mooters won most of the matches convincingly against HKU and CU. The 
team attributed their success to their hard research work, with the advice from the alumni and past 
Jessup competitors, CityU faculty including Assistant Professor Mark Kielsgard and Assistant 
Professor Xing Lijuan, support from Assistant Professor Rajesh Sharma, the School’s Director of 
Mooting, and most importantly the coaching from Mr Mohammed Talib who was tough during 
preparation and caring while giving his feedback. 

“It is the first time in the history of School of Law 
that our team won this competition back to back. In 
early days, we used to win after the gap to ten years. 
But in the last four years our team has won this 
competition three times. It shows the self-motivation 
and the burning desire among our students to win 
the moot competition. Now our students are 
formidable and competitive,” said Dr. Rajesh Sharma, 
the Director of Mooting. 

We wish them all the best in Washington D.C. 

Best Applicant Memorandum. Best Respondent Memorandum. Best Speaker-Third Place. 

CityU will represent Hong Kong in the international rounds. 


