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LAI Kiu Fung (LLB, Year 2) was among the five finalists in the 1st Law Reform Essay Competition 

2013/2014 organised by the Law Reform Commission of Hong Kong (“LRC”). The topic chosen for the 

competition was: "Should pre-nuptial agreements be recognised and enforceable in Hong Kong? If so, 

how?"  

This essay competition was organised by the Law Reform Commission for the first time to raise 

awareness and interest in the importance of law reform among young law students. The competition 

also offers participants an added opportunity to reflect on and suggest proposals on what the law 

should be on a given topic.  

In this competition, 41 essays were received. Thirteen essays were shortlisted for the second 

marking and the five finalists were eventually chosen after very careful assessment by the 

Adjudicating Panel comprising Mr John Budge (who is the Chairman of the Panel), Professor Lin Feng 

(Acting Dean, School of Law, City University of Hong Kong), Mr Peter Rhodes, Mr Paul Wan (the Law 

Draftsman of the Department of Justice) and Professor Michael Wilkinson.  

Lai Kiu Fung with Faculty members of CityU’s School of Law: (left to right) 
Professor Lin Feng, Dr Priscilla Leung, and Dr Joyo Mo  
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LRC members unanimously considered that the five finalists’ essays are of a very high standard both 

in terms of substance and presentation.  

Below is a transcript of our interview with Lai Kiu Fung. 

Why are you interested in the topic of pre-nuptial agreements?  

Lai: Honestly speaking, I had no prior background knowledge on family/matrimonial law, let alone 

issues regarding pre-nuptial agreements. Therefore, it is the first time for me to know and delve 

deep into understanding this area of the law through self-studying and self-initiated researches. 

How did you find the time to write this essay given your busy LLB schedule? 

Lai: Indeed the LLB schedule is pretty tight. There was limited time for me to conduct researches and 

structure my essay. At the beginning, I was not that interested in the competition because I had 

been unfamiliar with the topic of the essay. However, there were repeated emails in January this 

year from the law school encouraging students to 

participate in the event. Therefore I gave it a try and 

only spent the 7-10 days before the deadline to 

research and complete the essay during Chinese New 

Year holiday.   

To speed up the whole process, I chose to start with 

some commentaries and journal articles, from which I 

can have a basic overview of the topic. After that, I 

looked for case-laws and textbooks on pre-nuptial 

agreements/family law in general of different 

jurisdictions for further comparisons and analyses so as to 

weigh up different options available for HK's situation.  

Describe your experiences studying law at CityU in the past 2 years. 

Lai: Fruitful and enjoyable! CityU’s Law School adopts a discovery-based approach which creates 

incentives for us, students, to take the initiative to learn new things through first-hand experience. 

Furthermore, it also encourages students to know not merely "what the law is", but also "what the 

law should be", thus enabling us to critique the policy reasons and philosophies behind the law. 

More importantly, CityU Law School's G-LEAP 

furnishes students with the opportunity to have a 

glimpse of the legal education and experience in 

other parts of world, hence equipping us with a 

broader legal and cultural perspective amidst 

globalization. 

 

  

 

The Hon Mr Justice Tang, PJ and finalists 
 

The Hon Chief Justice Geoffrey Ma awarded a certificate to Mr 
Lai Kiu Fung. 

 


