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CityU’s School of Law hosted the 5th 

International ADR (Alternative Dispute 

Resolution) Mooting Competition  
-Louis Liu 
3rd Aug 2014 
 

The 5th International ADR (Alternative Dispute Resolution) Mooting Competition was held at City 

University of Hong Kong from 27 July to 2 August 2014.  

The International ADR Mooting Competition is an international mediation and arbitration 

competition that is open to all universities. It is conducted by School of Law of City University of 

Hong Kong in association with the China International Economic and Trade Arbitration Commission 

(CIETAC), Columbia University (New York), and UNCITRAL — Regional Centre for Asia and the Pacific. 

The International ADR Mooting Competition comprises both mediation and arbitration in one 

competition and allows one student in each moot (not involving their home university) an 

opportunity to act as arbitrator and mediator. Its unique structure involves an arbitral hearing taking 

place immediately followed by mediation proceedings.  

The exciting week kicked off with the Opening Ceremony held in the evening of 27 July 2014 (Sunday) 

at CityU, attended by 24 teams from around the world and distinguished guests including the 

Honourable Rimsky Yuen, Secretary for Justice; Professor Arthur Ellis, Provost of CityU; Professor 

Tang Houzhi, Senior Adviser of the CIETAC and the CCPIT Mediation Centre, and Professor Lin Feng, 

Acting Dean of the School of Law. 

Dr. Rajesh Sharma, Director of the International ADR 

Mooting Competition, first welcomed the guests, the judges 

and supporters of the mooting competition. He then 

welcomed the mooters who would play the role of the 

claimant, representing a tobacco company, and the role of 

the respondent, representing a convenience store, involved 

in a dispute. He said the mooters had chosen the right place 

to resolve the dispute because Hong Kong is a hub of 
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dispute settlement with the establishment of dispute resolution organizations such as the Hong 

Kong International Arbitration Centre, the CIETAC Hong Kong Arbitration Center and the 

International Council for Commercial Arbitration (ICCA).  

Professor Ellis also welcomed the mooters of the 24 teams from 

around the globe. He pointed out that the moot teaches mooters to 

master the skills of resolving disputes via a combination of arbitration 

and mediation. Settling disputes amicably is a hallmark of maturity for 

individuals and societies, and mediation and arbitration bring 

substantial benefits in that they avoid costly and time-consuming 

litigation. He observed that the ADR moot is a reflection of the 

teaching philosophy of CityU that emphasizes original discovery, and 

CityU is proud to hold the ADR moot as part of its 30th anniversary.  

 

Professor Tang Houzhi, the grandfather of arbitration, told the story of 

a famous lawyer in Britain who advocated the use of 

arbitration but one day disappeared because he found that 

there was no longer any difference between arbitration 

and litigation. He meant to illustrate the fact that people 

are seeking alternative methods for resolving disputes 

because arbitration is as lengthy and costly as litigation, if 

not more so. He hoped that mediation would be more 

widely used throughout the world in the coming ten years.  

The Honourable Rimsky Yuen was also a mooter in his school days. He warmly welcomed all the 

participants of the 5th ADR moot. He is delighted to note that a record-

breaking number of 24 teams representing a total of 13 jurisdictions would 

take part in the competition this year. It proved the growing recognition of 

this competition by law schools around the world. In fact, alternative dispute 

resolution has a long history in Hong Kong. Over the years, the Hong Kong SAR 

government has been sparing no efforts to enhance the competitiveness of 

the city as the regional hub for international legal services and dispute 

resolution in the Asian-Pacific region.  

Professor Lin Feng, on behalf of the School of Law, thanked Mr Yuen for his 

steadfast support to the ADR moot, one of whose aims is to help develop Hong Kong as an 

international hub for legal and arbitration services.  He thanked 

Provost for the support of the University to the School and said 

that mooting has become an important means to implement 

Discovery-Enriched Curriculum in the School of Law. He also 

thanked Professor Tang who represented CIETAC and thanked 

the other partners of the moot that includes UNCITRAL-RCAP 

and Columbia Law School. Lastly, he thanked all the judges and 

student helpers from secondary schools and universities for 

their valuable time and contribution, and wished the mooters every success in the competition.  


