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The 20th Goff Arbitration Lecture, organized by the 

School of Law, was held on 13 January 2015 at the 

Connie Fan Multi-media Conference Room, City 

University of Hong Kong. This year, the School of 

Law was honored to have Professor Gary Born, a 

preeminent scholar and practitioner in the field of 

arbitration, deliver a timely and thought-provoking 

lecture on the historical and contemporary 

developments on the right to arbitrate. Among 

many accomplishments, Professor Born is partner 

of Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP and Chair of its International Arbitration Practice 

Group. 

The title of Professor Born’s lecture was ‘The Right to Arbitrate: Historical and Contemporary 

Perspectives’. He first addressed the historical development and contemporary status of the right 

to arbitrate. In the historical perspective, arbitration was used in solving disputes among 

individuals for example among farmers and business or even within the country. He added that 

contemporary, arbitration was applied to wider fields, not just in commercial use but in new uses 

such as sports, aviation and double taxation among countries, which were barely existed 30 years 

ago. The growing number of arbitration cases over years also indicated the increasing importance 

of the dispute settlement by this method.  

He then examined the treatment of arbitration in the past by quoting from the works of American 

lawyer and jurist who served on the Supreme Court of the United States, Joseph Story, who, in 

the 1800s felt that ‘arbitrators, at the common law possess no authority, or to compel the 



attendance of witnesses. They cannot compel the 

production of documents and papers and books of 

account. They are not ordinarily well enough 

acquainted with the principles of law or equity. The 

judgment of arbitrators is but rusticum judicium.’ In 

this regard, he added that many people had the same 

doubts as former Justice Story towards using 

arbitration as a mean of dispute resolution and they 

thought that arbitration was not sufficient to 

safeguard the rule of law. Prof Born disagreed with such views and drew audience’s attention 

back to how the right to arbitration has consistently been upheld since then, stressing that the 

right to arbitrate is in other protected principles such as freedom of contract and association as 

well individual autonomy which form the foundation of constitutional principles and form the 

foundations of the rule of law.  

Prof Born went on with some vivid examples to demonstrate the status of arbitration in its 

development and the practical implications of that right for international commercial and other 

disputes by arbitration agreement. The Lecture ended with a fruitful discussion, participants had 

raised questions actively like the future development of arbitration as to resolve dispute 

resolution, the consensus and limitation of the right to arbitrate, while Prof Born shared his point 

of views with the participants accordingly.  

At last, Prof Geraint Howells, the Dean of the Law School, presented a gift to Prof Born, in 

thanking him for delivering an insightful and valuable Lecture.  

About the Goff Arbitration Lecture 

The Goff Lecture was instituted in 1990 by the City University of Hong Kong to celebrate the 

commencement of our Master of Arts in Arbitration and Dispute Resolution. The first lecture 

was delivered by Lord Goff of Chieveley, Lord of Appeal, who then consented to the series 

bearing his name. The Goff Lecture provides an excellent opportunity for discussion and 

exchange of views among practitioners and academics in the field. Over the years, the Goff 

Arbitration Lecture has gathered 20 eminent scholars to share their views on arbitration.  

 

About the Speaker 

Professor Gary Born is the world’s leading 

authority on international arbitration and litigation. 

He is the author of International Commercial 

Arbitration (Kluwer, 2nd ed. 2014) and numerous 

other works on international dispute resolution.  

Prof Born is also Chair of the International 

Arbitration Practice Group at Wilmer Cutler 



Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP and, for the past 20 years, has been ranked as one of the world's 

leading international arbitration practitioners. He is one of only two arbitration practitioners in 

the world to be ranked with ‘starred’ status by Chambers Global.  

He has served as counsel in over 600 arbitrations, including several of the largest 

arbitrations in ICC and ad hoc history. He has also sat as arbitrator in more than 150 institutional 

and ad hoc arbitrations. He is an Honorary Professor of Law in International Arbitration at 

University of St. Gallen Law School in Switzerland and teaches regularly at law schools in 

Europe, Asia and North America. Most recently, in December 2014, Prof Born was appointed a 

Visiting Professor at Tsinghua University School of Law in Beijing, which is in addition to other 

visiting professorships in Singapore and the United States. 

 

 


