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School of Law held a staff seminar on 15 October, 2015. Professor Christian Twigg-Flesner  

and Professor Hans-W. Micklitz were invited as the speakers. In the first session, Professor 

Twigg-Flesner had a presentation for “Consumer Sales Law and 3-D Printing – Time for a 

Paradigm Shift?”. After that, Professor Micklitz had a presentation on “Unfair contract terms: 

public interest litigation before European courts”. 

 

 

Professor Twigg-Flesner is Professor of 

Commercial Law at the University of Hull. He 

is also co-editor of the Journal of Consumer 

Policy. His research interests lie broadly in the 

fields of Consumer Law, Commercial Law, 

Contract Law, and the Harmonisation of 

private law. He has published widely on EU 

Consumer and Contract Law. 

 

 

 

 

 

Professor Twigg-Flesner chose topic about the 3-D printing as this new technology is now 

starting to be utilised more and more in the consumer context. The printing designs are often 

created by private individuals (“hobbyists”) rather than commercial sellers. Based on these 

situation, Professor Twigg-Flesner analyzed whether current consumer sales law, as defined 

by the Euripean Directive 99/44/EC on consumer sales, based around the paradigm of a 

professional trader selling goods to a private individual is able to deal with the various legal 

issues. Professor Twigg-Flesner proposed several remedies for this legal issue in his 

presentation. In conclusion, he believed a regulatory response is needed to cope with the new 

trend.  



 

 

Professor Micklitz has been Professor for 

Economic Law at the European University 

Institute, Florence, Italy, Jean Monnet Chair 

of Private Law and European Economic Law 

at the University of Bamberg, Germany. He 

is the Head of the Institute of European and 

Consumer Law in Bamberg. His academic 

experiences include studies of law and 

sociology in Mainz, Lausanne, Geneva, 

Giessen and Hamburg. He is a visiting 

professor at the Somerville College at the 

University of Oxford, co-founder of the 

Centre of Excellence at the University of Helsinki.  

 

 

Professor Micklitz used the decision of the highest judicial instance in the European Union, the 

European Court of Justice in Luxembourg in Mohamed Aziz’s case as an example to perform a 

legal analysis of the unfair terms legislation (Directive 93/13/EEC on unfair contract terms) in 

the European Union. In particular, it was shown how the European Court of Justice has used 

consumer law instruments to protect consumers from the consequences of the financial crisis. 

Furthermore, Professor Micklitz also discussed the constitutionalisation of the European 

private law and the managerial role and function of the European Court of Justice under the 

unfair terms legislation issues.   

 

 

The audience actively interacted with the Professor Twigg-Flesner and Professor Micklitz  

during the Q & A session. The seminar was successfully finished in a good discussion 

atmosphere.  

 
 


