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On Friday 11 December 2015, as part of the development of links with our Alumni, the SLW 

held the first in a series of commercial awareness seminars for its relatively recent graduates at 

the Law Society Clubhouse in Central. Three eminent speakers, Dr David Ai, Mr Clement Lam 

and Mr David Tully, mentored the attendees on the importance of using commercial savviness 

when dealing with clients through a series of innovative round robin discussions. 

 Mr David Tully was admitted as a solicitor 

in Scotland and Hong Kong, David was 

formerly a Corporate Partner in the Hong 

Kong office of a major international law 

firm and was the chief representative of 

the firm’s Beijing office. He was also the 

founder of the Professional Development 

Group of Companies which provides 

recruitment and consultancy services to 

the legal profession. David is currently an 

Adjunct Professor at the School of Law with responsibility for Professional Development within 

the School. 



 

 

 

Mr David Ai (JD, MS and MBA) 

and Mr Clement Lam both 

worked in Silicon Valley for over 

30 years as technologists, 

entrepreneurs (including in start-

up businesses) and angel 

investors and venture capitalists. 

Currently, they are fostering the 

new generation of 

entrepreneurs in their roles as 

Director and Associate Director, respectively, of Knowledge Transfer at the City University of 

Hong Kong. 

Dr David Ai said about the event, “I 

really enjoyed meeting our law 

school alumni at this event, and 

learned about their diverse practice 

areas.  It was a great opportunity for 

all the participants to expand 

beyond our own practice to learn 

from one and another.  The 

interaction was very lively, 

contributed to by a number of the 

alumni as well.” 

Mr David Tully added, "In any dealings with corporate clients, a good legal advisor needs to 

understand the clients business and commercial motivation. This is particularly the case when it 

comes to advising entrepreneurs who very often need a strong degree of support from their 

lawyers across a wide range of legal disciplines. Seminars like this one help young lawyers 

understand what it is entrepreneurial clients expect from lawyers in the form of good practical 

commercial advice". 

Ms Eugenie Chung, Alumni of CityU Law School and Associate of a Hong Kong law firm also said, 

“I really enjoyed the interactive discussions in small groups and I learned a few tips about how 

to handle challenges as a newly qualified lawyer. Hosting the event in Central was a great idea. 

It's a great place for keeping in touch with alumni as most of us can't make it to CityU campus 

after work. It's great to network with people from other disciplines as well!  



 

 

Brian Kwok, Trainee Solicitor was of the view, “Approaching and considering issues with a start-

up entrepreneur’s mindset or giving regard to what sort of legal advice an entrepreneur might 

need in relation to a start-up business is not something I have ever done – despite having been 

trained as a corporate lawyer – until I attended the Seminar. Thanks to the superb arrangement 

of the School of Law and the inspiring words of Mr Clement Lam, Mr David Ai and Mr David 

Tully I now have the appropriate mindset to be able to (try to) deal with start-up entrepreneurs 

and their needs. Very much looking forward to the upcoming alumni events.” 

Already plans are underway in 2016 to hold the next seminar for our Alumni which is expected 

to deal with the recent legislative changes to competition law and the commercial possibilities 

for lawyers springing from this. 

 


