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On the morning of 8 April 2016, Justice 

Kemal Bokhary - one of the three 

Permanent Judges of Hong Kong’s 

Court of Final Appeal until 2012 and a 

non-permanent judge since then - 

delivered a sharing session titled 

“Human Rights: Source, Content and 

Enforcement” at CityU Library based on 

his recent published book with the 

same name. The session was joint 

organized by CityU School of Law, Run 

Run Shaw Library and Thomas Reuters (publisher).  

After Acting University Librarian Professor Christian Wagner gave welcoming remarks, 

Professor Geraint Howells, Dean of CityU School of Law, expressed his pleasure to have 

Justice Bokhary at CityU. Dean Howells suggested human rights law could be applied to a 

surprisingly wide range of legal areas and circumstances.  

“Human rights are inherent in all human beings,” the Justice began his sharing with an 

unwavering stand. He pointed out that human rights are essential as they enable us to live 

with dignity and, therefore, they should be safeguarded by all jurisdictions. Justice Bokhary 

referred to several famous historical cases and Justice Thurgood Marshall’s Bicentennial 

Speech in 1987 to elaborate on the source of human rights.  

Relying on the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the 

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICSCR), Justice Bokhary then 

listed several aspects of the content of human rights. In particular, Justice Bokhary shed light 

on the right of life and the right of vote – he regarded the former “irreducible” and the latter 

“inherent”. He extended his discussion about the right of life to hotly debated topics such as 

death penalty and abortion. “It is fortunate to see the tendency of avoiding death penalties.” 



As to the right of vote, he showed his support towards the idea of universal suffrage due to 

the belief that other rights would be disillusioned without the right of vote.  

 

About 80 scholars, legal practitioners and students attended the session. After Justice 

Bokhary’s sharing, participants asked several questions, which led to vivid interaction. At the 

end of the event, many avid readers queued for Justice Bokhary’s signature on a copy of his 

most recent book.    


