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Public Lecture on International Law Successfully Held at CityU School of Law 

Xu Di 

On 27 April 2016, CityU School of Law successfully held a public lecture on International Law. 

Special Representative for Climate Change Negotiations of the Foreign Ministry Mr GAO 

Feng and Deputy Director General of the Ministry of Commerce Ms LI Yongjie presented 

on “Interpreting Paris Conference and Climate Change” and “Dispute Resolution Practice in 

International Economic Law – WTO Dispute Settlement and China” respectively. 

Special Representative for Climate Change Negotiations of the Foreign Ministry Mr GAO Feng 

mainly responsible for climate change negotiations. Mr GAO has rich experiences in dealing 

with climate change negotiations, treaty law, law of the sea, diplomatic and consular relations 

related legal issues, and the United Nations and counter-terrorism affairs.  

Ms LI Yongjie, Deputy Director of the Ministry of Commerce, handles WTO dispute settlement, 

investment agreement negotiations, investment dispute settlement, etc. She is extremely 

experienced in WTO dispute settlements and has participated in many WTO dispute settlement 

cases which China has been involved.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mr GAO Feng introduced 

perceptions of international 

community on climate change 

in details. He also shed light on 

the achievements of the Paris 

Conference on Climate Change, 

China’s domestic agenda 

towards climate change and its 

further plan.  
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 “Climate change is not only a scientific issue, but also an economic, developmental, technical 

and global governance issue.” Mr Gao emphasized that climate change is a common challenge to 

human beings which needs concerted efforts of all countries around the world and the rules of 

highly accepted and effective international laws and standards.  

In his presentation, Mr GAO stressed interpretations of the Paris Agreement, a landmark 

agreement on the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change reached on 12 

December 2015 in Paris. The Paris Agreement provides new institutional arrangements for 

combating climate change. Mr GAO introduced the main achievements of the agreement from 

different aspects including the long-term goal of global governance on climate change, Intended 

Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs), financial support from developed countries to 

developing countries, transparency and an overall inventory of global efforts to combat climate 

change, etc. 

 

 

Ms LI highlighted the success of WTO dispute settlement mechanism which depends on three 

great achievements of Uruguay Round negotiations: First, the new WTO system removed the 

defendant’s veto power towards initiating WTO dispute settlement mechanism brought under the 

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and the “negative consensus” applied; Second, 

the rulings and recommendations of Dispute Settlement Body (DSB) takes effect; Third, DSB 

can grant authorization to the prevailing party for retaliation against the losing party who does 

not comply with the ruling.  

Ms LI cited the Brazil-United States cotton dispute to elaborate the operation of the WTO 

dispute settlement mechanism. She commented: “Binding as international law, WTO rules 

strengthen enforcement because the system was designed to shift the pressure onto the domestic 

interest groups of the losing party, so as to facilitate the ruling by the domestic policy game.” 

Ms LI Yongjie presented on “Dispute 

Resolution Practice in International 

Economic Law – WTO Dispute 

Settlement and China” with detailed 

explanations on the scope of the World 

Trade Organization (WTO) dispute 

settlement, the contributions of WTO 

dispute settlement mechanism, 

proceedings, the achievements of 

Uruguay Round, and a skeletal review 

of China’s participation in WTO 

dispute settlements.   

 


