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A public seminar was organized by the Hong Kong Centre 
for Maritime and Transportation Law (HKCMT) on 20 
January 2015. Mr. James M. Turner QC from Quadrant 
Chambers was cordially invited to conduct a presentation 
on the topic of The Safe Port Warranty after “The Ocean 
Victory”.   
 
During the Opening Remarks, Dr. Poomintr 
Sooksripaisarnkit, Associate Director of HKCMT, 
welcomed the speaker and attendees as well as introduced 
Mr. James Turner to the audiences. 
 
Mr. James Turner first shared some of his personal history. He appeared at first instance (2013) 
and the Court of Appeal (2014) in The Ocean Victory, having been working on the case since 
2007. Although the judgment in The Ocean Victory has not been made by the Court of Appeal, 
Mr. James Turner could still introduced the background of the case, summarized the crucial 
points in the decision of the Queen’s Bench Division, and highlighted the points which are being 
considered by the Court of Appeal.  
 

 By referring to the classic statement from Sellers LJ, “…a 
port will not be safe unless…the particular ship can reach 
it, use it and return from it without, in the absence of some 
abnormal occurrence, being exposed to danger which 
cannot be avoided by good navigation and seamanship”, 
two significant topics on 1) the meaning of “abnormal 
occurrence” and 2) the construction of the clause relating 
to insurance in the Barecon 89 standard form were 
addressed. There was a Q&A session after the 
presentation conducted by Mr. James Turner. It served as 

a platform for exchanging wisdom and insights between the guest speaker and attendees.  
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This seminar was opened to the public. Around 50 attendees participated in the seminar 
including academia as well as the solicitors and other interested lawyers. The participants from 
academia and industry found the seminar fruitful.  
 

 
 


