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The School of Law at City University of Hong Kong 

hosted the above international conference on 18 March.  

The conference was organized by the Moot Alumni 

Association (MAA) with the support of The United 

Nations Commission on International Trade Law 

(UNCITRAL), Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre 

(HKIAC) and Hong Kong Corporate Counsel Association 

(HKCCA).  

The conference focuses on the United Nations Convention on Contracts for the 
International Sale of Goods (CISG) and the theme for this year is “Globalization 
versus Regionalization”, which aims to discuss issues pertaining to regional versus 
global harmonization of trade law, with the focus on developments in the Asia-
Pacific, Africa, Europe and elsewhere.  
 
Mr Luca Castellani, UNCITRAL Secretariat, delivered a 

welcoming address. He stressed on Hong Kong’s important 

state as the major arbitration center and the living 

monument of international trade. He greatly valued the 

engagement of local legal community in the conference 

and encouraged the attendees to exchange extensively.  

Professor Anton Cooray, Associate Dean of the School, 

noted that the conference has attracted diverse groups of 

people to deliberate on the global harmonization of trade law. He indicated that 

unification, commonlisation and globalisation are important issues in trade law 

and expected the conference to generate valuable insights in this area.   

        
Mr Luca Castellani 

 



CISG was developed by UNCITRAL as a multilateral 
treaty that sets out substantive provisions of law to 
govern the formation of international sales contracts. 
Its overall goal is to promote worldwide uniformity in 
dealing with sales disputes arising from international 
trade. Uniformity is difficult to achieve in practice, 
taking into account the complexity of international 
trade and the differences in the legal regimes involved. 
Conference participants have specifically discussed the 
regional and global development of CISG.  
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