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The School of Law at City University of Hong 
Kong together with the Faculty of Law, Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem and the Centre for 
Public Law, University of Cambridge, organized 
the International Conference on Judicial 
Independence and Globalization on 22 to 24 
March in Hong Kong.  
 
The conference attracted judges, specialists and 
academics from the mainland China,  Europe, the United States, the Middle East 
and other Asia-Pacific regions to discuss a variety of issues, including: 
independence and impartiality of arbitrators; independence of international 
judges; significance of judicial independence to globalized economy; culture of 
judicial independence and free trade and international investments; the 
challenge of cross country monopolies; disqualification rules in international 
disputes; impartiality of ad hoc judge in international law; role of supranational 
courts and international courts; impact of international law on domestic laws; the 
role of international criminal law on conduct on nations; the emerging global 
judiciary.  
 
The Honourable Chief Justice Geoffrey Ma, Chief Justice of the Court of Final 
Appeal of Hong Kong, delivered an inaugural speech entitled Judicial 
Independence: A Matter of Perception or of Reasoning?. He said that the 
perception of the existence of the independence of the judiciary is made up by at 
least the following features:  the constitutional structure in place regarding the 
position of the judiciary, the procedural system of the courts, and the system of 
appointments of members of the judiciary.  He added that a critical fourth 
element is the reasoning contained in the judgments of the courts.  
 

 



Professor Shimon Shetreet, Greenblatt Chair of Public and International Law, the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem offered brief remarks on the conceptual 
foundations of judicial independence, and the necessary elements for 
maintaining a culture of judicial independence. In his opinion, the culture of 
judicial independence is created on five important and essential aspects: creating 
institutional structure, establishing constitutional infrastructures, introducing 
legislative provisions and constitutional safeguards, creating adjudicative 
arrangements and jurisprudence, and maintaining ethical traditions and code of 
judicial conduct.  
 
The conference is a timely response to the developments and challenges 
regarding the position of courts and judges in the contemporary society. Dean 
Wang Guiguo said: “Globalization is the most prominent feature of the current 
world, which consequently results in a substantial increase of international 
exchanges. The internationalized norms exert binding force on national laws and 
legal systems. As a result, the judicial independence is unavoidably affected by 
the provisions and operations of treaties and agreements.” He noted that the 
influence of globalization on the gatekeeper of social justice-the judicial 
independence- is a topic worth exploring in this conference.   
 
The conference proceedings will lead to the publication of a major collection of 
articles on judicial independence in the form of a book by a leading publisher 
and/or publication in Asia Pacific Law Review. 
 


